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250.1729 After I remove a platform or other 
facility, what information must I sub-
mit? 

250.1730 When might MMS approve partial 
structure removal or toppling in place?

SITE CLEARANCE FOR WELLS, PLATFORMS, AND 
OTHER FACILITIES 

250.1740 How must I verify that the site of a 
permanently plugged well, removed plat-
form, or other removed facility is clear 
of obstructions? 

250.1741 If I drag a trawl across a site, what 
requirements must I meet? 

250.1742 What other methods can I use to 
verify that a site is clear? 

250.1743 How do I certify that a site is clear 
of obstructions?

PIPELINE DECOMMISSIONING 

250.1750 When may I decommission a pipe-
line in place? 

250.1751 How do I decommission a pipeline 
in place? 

250.1752 How do I remove a pipeline? 
250.1753 After I decommission a pipeline, 

what information must I submit? 
250.1754 When must I remove a pipeline de-

commissioned in place?

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1331, et seq.

SOURCE: 53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 63 FR 29479, 
May 29, 1998.

Subpart A—General

SOURCE: 64 FR 72775, Dec. 28, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted.

AUTHORITY AND DEFINITION OF TERMS

§ 250.101 Authority and applicability. 
The Secretary of the Interior (Sec-

retary) authorized the Minerals Man-
agement Service (MMS) to regulate oil, 

gas, and sulphur exploration, develop-
ment, and production operations on the 
outer Continental Shelf (OCS). Under 
the Secretary’s authority, the Director 
requires that all operations: 

(a) Be conducted according to the 
OCS Lands Act (OCSLA), the regula-
tions in this part, MMS orders, the 
lease or right-of-way, and other appli-
cable laws, regulations, and amend-
ments; and 

(b) Conform to sound conservation 
practice to preserve, protect, and de-
velop mineral resources of the OCS to: 

(1) Make resources available to meet 
the Nation’s energy needs; 

(2) Balance orderly energy resource 
development with protection of the 
human, marine, and coastal environ-
ments; 

(3) Ensure the public receives a fair 
and equitable return on the resources 
of the OCS; 

(4) Preserve and maintain free enter-
prise competition; and 

(5) Minimize or eliminate conflicts 
between the exploration, development, 
and production of oil and natural gas 
and the recovery of other resources.

§ 250.102 What does this part do? 
(a) 30 CFR part 250 contains the regu-

lations of the MMS Offshore program 
that govern oil, gas, and sulphur explo-
ration, development, and production 
operations on the OCS. When you con-
duct operations on the OCS, you must 
submit requests, applications, and no-
tices, or provide supplemental informa-
tion for MMS approval. 

(b) The following table of general ref-
erences shows where to look for infor-
mation about these processes.

TABLE—WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION FOR CONDUCTING OPERATIONS 

For information about Refer to 

(1) Applications for permit to drill ............................................................................................................. § 250.410. 
(2) Development and Production Plans (DPP) ........................................................................................ § 250.204. 
(3) Downhole commingling ....................................................................................................................... § 250.1106. 
(4) Exploration Plans (EP) ........................................................................................................................ § 250.203. 
(5) Flaring ................................................................................................................................................. § 250.1105. 
(6) Gas measurement .............................................................................................................................. § 250.1203. 
(7) Off-lease geological and geophysical permits .................................................................................... 30 CFR 251. 
(8) Oil spill financial responsibility coverage ............................................................................................ 30 CFR 253. 

(9) Oil and gas production safety systems ................................................................................................ § 250.802. 
(10) Oil spill response plans ...................................................................................................................... 30 CFR 254. 
(11) Oil and gas well-completion operations .............................................................................................. § 250.513. 
(12) Oil and gas well-workover operations ................................................................................................ § 250.613. 
(13) Permanently plugging wells ................................................................................................................ § 250.1710 
(14) Platforms and structures ..................................................................................................................... § 250.901. 
(15) Pipelines .............................................................................................................................................. § 250.1009. 
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